
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Mark Poepsel        

Department: Mass Communications       Phone Number: (618) 650-2237 

E-mail Address: mpoepse@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1775 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?  Readings Course 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Dunham Hall 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project involves figuring out how local entrepreneurs are making money with media. This is the most important 

question for academics and graduates to study: how do people create successful digital media products amd 

projects.      

Specifically we'll work with the entrepreneurship community in St. Louis to examin media startups in all branches 

of media and we'll examine what works and why.    

This is a great opportunity to work on cutting edge research and to network in emerging media markets in St. Louis!  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Students will help conduct interviews, compile data and prepare survey and focus group protocols as the project 

progresses.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
Students will learn about the media environment in St. Louis, about what entrepreneurship and intrapreneurship are 

and they'll learn about focus group and survey research.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

We can set a schedule for a meeting or two per week lasting one hour each meeting scheduled between 8 a.m. and 4 

p.m. on whatever weekday works for us.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

N/A 

mailto:mpoepse@siue.edu


Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Grammar and spelling and professional communication etiquette are important. Please take care when writing your 

application.  

 

 
 


